Integrated Vegetation Management Association
of British Columbia

IVMA of BC 2025 Biennial Forum
November 4 - 6, 2025

Marriott Hotel in Prince George — HYBRID (in person and virtual participation)

Day 1: TUESDAY NOVEMBER 4, 2025

Opening and Welcome — Day 1

1:00 pm - 1:30 pm

1:30 pm — 2:15 pm

2:15 pm —3:00 pm

3:00 pm —3:30 pm

Welcome to the IVMA of BC 2025 Forum — Dan Tisseur, IVMA President,
and Mayor Simon Yu, Prince George, BC

Navigating Misinformation — Jaigris Hodson, Royal Roads University

Understanding Herbicide Toxicity & Exposure — David Pinzon, Corteva (0.75
Pesticide Safety)

Coffee Break

Session 1: Government and Local Updates

3:30 pm —4:15 pm

4:15 pm - 4:45 pm

4:45 pm —5:15 pm

5:15 pm-7:00 pm

Sterilizing Excavated Soils Contaminated with Bohemian Knotweed (Fallopia x
bohemica) Propagules Using Heat and Drowning Techniques — Adam
Soames, Thompson Rivers University (0.75 Pest Management)

NWIPC Spotlight — Michelle Miller and Katie Cunningham, Northwest Invasive
Plant Council (0.5 Pest Management)

Updates from Health Canada’s Pesticide Compliance Program — Laura Feeny,
Regional Regulatory Compliance & Enforcement Inspector (0.5 Acts &
Regulations)

Welcome Reception and Trade Show - ALL REGISTERED PARTICIPANTS
WELCOME
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Navigating Misinformation - Jaigris Hodson, Royal Roads University

Abstract and Biography:

Jaigris Hodson (B.A. Royal Roads University, M.A., Ph.D. York/Ryerson) is a
Professor and Tier 2 Canada Research Chair in Digital Communication for the
Public Interest at Royal Roads University in Victoria BC. She has worked with
many innovative and digital first research institutes including the Diversity In-
stitute, Women's Entrepreneurship Knowledge Hub, Inclusive Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Network, and the Clarity Foundation. She is a co-founder of
the Digital Public Interest Collective. Her work seeks to understand the pro-
cesses resulting in the breakdown of democratic communication in organiza-
tions and society and also how anti-social communication, misinformation and
polarization can be mitigated in order to ensure democratic access to technol-
ogy and the thriving of individuals and organizations. She is a Resident Fellow
at the Cascade Institute where she heads up the Anti-Polarization project as
part of the Revitalizing Democracy initiative. She has received over one million
dollars in funding for her research, is a regular contributor to the Conversation
Canada, and is on the Science Advisory Board for the Council of Canadian
Academies. She regularly consults with business and government on the topic
of misinformation. One of her most recent projects examines the use of Al as a
training tool for combatting vaccine misinformation.

Specialties:

Social Media, digital technology, misinformation, polarization, online anti-
social media, entrepreneurship, innovation, technology and communication,
social media in business, content strategy, content curation and aggregation,
research and data analysis, information architecture, gender and communica-
tion, technology studies.
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Understanding Herbicide Toxicity & Exposure — David Pinzon, Corteva

45 min. — 0.75 Pesticide Safety

Abstract:

Risk vs. Reality: How Canada Manages Pesticide Safety for People and the Environment. This presenta-
tion places pesticide regulation in Canada within everyday experience, reframing the conversation from
“chemicals are bad” to “risk depends on exposure.” Using familiar comparisons—caffeine in a morning
coffee, table salt in a meal, a vitamin C tablet, even water at high intake—we illustrate that both
“natural” and “synthetic” substances can be safe or harmful depending on dose, and that pesticide resi-
dues in food and the environment are typically present at trace levels measured in parts per billion. We
explain, in accessible terms, how Health Canada’s Pest Management Regulatory Agency applies a con-
servative, science-based process to ensure approved uses keep worker, bystander, and consumer expo-
sures far below levels of concern, and how straightforward stewardship—following the label, selecting
appropriate application methods, and using basic protective equipment—turns regulation into real-
world safety. The aim is to equip vegetation management professionals and stakeholders with the tools
to contextualize pesticide risk alongside everyday exposures, engage public concerns with clarity, and
make informed decisions that deliver effective vegetation control while protecting human health.

Biography:

Dr. David Pinzon is a plant biologist (PhD, University of Alberta) and
Regulatory Affairs Manager at Corteva Agriscience, where he has
spent over a decade helping to register and steward Crop Protection
and Vegetation Management Products in Canada, including Rinskor
Active. He collaborates with scientists and regulators to ensure that
approved uses meet stringent Health Canada/PMRA safety standards
and that stewardship translates regulation into real-world protection.
David is passionate about plainlanguage science communication and
has presented widely to vegetation managers, educators, and com-
munity groups. His goal is to empower vegetation managers with
clear, practical guidance that supports effective vegetation control
while protecting human health and the environment.
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Sterilizing Excavated Soils Contaminated with Bohemian Knotweed (Fallopia x bohemica) Propagules
using Heat and Drowning Techniques — Adam Soames, Thompson Rivers University

45 min. — 0.75 Pest Management

Abstract:

Invasive knotweeds in North America, including Japanese knotweed (Reynoutria japonica), Giant knotweed
(Reynoutria sachalinensis), and Bohemian knotweed (Reynoutria x bohemica) have been attributed to significant
environmental, structural, and economic damage around the world. The plants significantly reduce native plant

and invertebrate diversity in natural systems, and costs for control of the plants in British Columbia, largely to
prevent structural damage incurred as the plant grows through foundations and roads, has reached an estimated
$30 million annually. These issues have led to Knotweeds being included among only 37 other plants in the Inter-
national Union for the Conservation of Nature’s list of the 100 worst invasive species in the world. Given the pro-
found impacts of Reynoutria species, they have become a target for research by many jurisdictions around the
world, though most projects seem to focus on specific treatment techniques, rather than looking into the physio-
logical limitations of the plants. My research aims to find some of these limitations and create publishable data
that can be used to inform the use of various treatments making use of the plant’s thermal and anoxic con-
straints. My research aims to determine the temperatures and periods required to ensure 100% mortality of
knotweed rhizomes and seeds. | also determined mortality rates of rhizomes and seeds subject to anoxic condi-
tions through drowning techniques. This information can then be used to inform treatment using incineration,
composting, microwave radiation, thermal desorption technology, and novel suffocation and thermal treat-
ments. Thermal trials involved heating knotweed rhizomes and seeds in an oven at 100, 125 and 150°C for peri-
ods ranging from 10 — 60 minutes. Periods of 60 minutes are sufficient to kill knotweed rhizome fragments at 100
and 125°C, with mortality in only 20 minutes at 150°C. Seeds required temperatures of over 150°C for complete
mortality. For suffocation trials, rhizomes were sealed in airtight containers filled with water for periods of 50,
100 and 150 days. Mortality was achieved at 150 days.

Biography:

Adam Joseph Soames, B.Sc, is a Master of Environmental Science student at
Thompson Rivers University in Kamloops, specializing in invasive species man-
agement. Under the supervision of Dr. Wendy Gardner and in collaboration with
Fraser Labs, my research—funded by the Ministry of Transportation and Infra-
structure—focuses on developing environmentally sustainable methods for dis-
posing of soils contaminated with knotweed propagules. Prior to pursuing grad-
uate studies, | spent three years in the forestry sector as a postharvest supervi-
sor and environmental coordinator. Alongside my research, | currently work as
an educator at the BC Wildlife Park, a GIS Technician with BC Nature, and a free-
lance applications developer.
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NWIPC Spotlight — Michelle Miller and Katie Cunningham, NWIPC

30 min. — 0.5 Pest Management

Abstract:

This presentation will provide an introduction to the Northwest Invasive Plant Council (NWIPC), includ-
ing who we are and the work that we do in the region. We will highlight community outreach initiatives

Biographies:
Michelle Miller, NWIPC Executive Director

Michelle is a Professional Agrologist and has been working as the ED for
the NWIPC for a year. Her past experience includes time with IFS, growing
tree seedlings and supporting agriculture research extension which fueled
a passion for local food systems and growing food.

Katie Cunningham, NWIPC Director

Katie has been actively involved with the Northwest Invasive Plant Council
‘ (NWIPC) board of directors since early 2024 and is passionate about the
community outreach work done by the council. She is also an Environ-
mental Advisor for the Coastal GasLink Pipeline, where she supports oper-
ational compliance and environmental stewardship, including vegetation
management along the right-of-way.
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Updates from Health Canada’s Pesticide Compliance Program — Laura Feeny, Regional Regulatory
Compliance & Enforcement Inspector

30 min. — 0.5 Acts & Regulations

Abstract:

What to Expect When You're Inspected: Preparing for a Visit from Health Canada. Wondering what hap-
pens during a Health Canada inspection? This session will walk you through what inspectors look for,
how to stay compliant, and what you can do to feel confident and prepared. Join us to take the mystery
out of inspections and make your next one a smooth experience. There is also an opportunity to ask
any questions you may have.

Biography:

Laura Feeny is a Pesticide Inspector with Health Canada’s Pesticide Com-
pliance Program. With 17 years of experience in her field, she collabo-
rates with all levels of the pesticide industry—from manufacturers to end
-users—to ensure compliance with the federal Pest Control Products Act,
protecting both individuals and the environment. Laura holds an honours
degree in microbiology from UBC Okanagan. She has been attending the
IVMA Biennial Forum since 2013, sharing her expertise with industry pro-
fessionals, and is happy to be back.
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Regulatory and Provincial Integrated Pest Management Program Update — Emily Carmichael and Mi-
chael Lapham, BC Ministry of Environment and Parks

30 min. — 0.5 Acts & Regulations

Biographies:

Emily Carmichael, P.Ag, A/IPM Large Industry Specialist

Emily is a Professional Agrologist and has been acting in Large Indus-
try Specialist role for the Integrated Pest Management Program at
the B.C. Ministry of Environment and Parks (ENV) since July 2023.
She specializes in policy analysis under the Integrated Pest Manage-
ment Act including regulatory development and public outreach.
Emily has been with the BC Public Service since 2018, both within the
provincial IPM Program as an IPM Officer and the Senior Policy Ana-
lyst, as well as with the Ministry of Agriculture and Food as a Region-
al Agrologist for the South Island. Prior to joining the BC Public Ser-
vice, Emily spent many years working in agricultural field crop,
greenhouse and nursery IPM in the Fraser Valley.

Michael Lapham, P.Ag, Compliance Section Head — Recycling and
IPM

Michael is a Professional Agrologist and has worked at the Ministry
of Environment and Parks for over 7 years. He started out as an Inte-
grated Pest Management (IPM) Officer with the Ministry and has
been the Compliance Section Head for IPM for over 3 years. His pri-
marily role has been to regulate the use and sale of pesticides in B.C.
under the Integrated Pest Management Act and Regulation. Over the
years, his role has expanded to also include managing the Recycling
Compliance Program for the province. Prior to working for the Minis-
try, Michael has been in many roles across Canada related to IPM,
including research and development, pesticide use, field work in vari-
ous sectors, field supervision/management, public education, cus-
tomer service, and various forms of data analysis. He has presented
at the IVMA conference several times over the years and looks for-
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2023 IVMA Forum Workshop Results & Updates on Digital Platform for IPM — Haley Sawyer, Ministry
of Environment and Parks, and Stewart Pressney, Ministry of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship

Biographies:

Haley Sawyer, Senior Product Manager — Haley is a digital transfor-
mation and product leader who bridges government, design, and
technology. She has led major digital initiatives across the BC Public
Service and consulted with organizations including Destination Cana-
da, Roots, WorkBC, and Estée Lauder. With a background in design,
communications, and strategy, Haley helps teams transform complex
systems into simple, human-centred experiences—most recently
leading the digital modernization of the Environmental Protection
Division within the Ministry of Environment and Parks.

Stewart Pressney, Senior UX Practitioner — Stewart is an award-
winning designer with a decade of experience in Digital Products,
Interaction Design and eCommerce at The Government of BC, Emily
Carr University, The Clorox Group and Altium Ltd - Currently focused
on a variety of digital transformation projects within the Environ-
mental Protection Division of the Ministry of Environment and Parks.
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What’s New in Linear Vegetation Management — Geoff Helfrich, RPF ISA Certified Arborist & Utility
Specialist, BC Hydro

30 min. — 0.5 Pest Management

Abstract:

What’s new in linear vegetation management? An overview of some of the new tools being
used by BC Hydro in our quest to keep vegetation out of the power lines, while meeting all of
the regulatory, operational, social, and environmental requirements.

Biography:

Geoff has been a Registered Professional Forester since 2001 and
an ISA Certified Arborist since 2004. He has extensive experience
in the forest industry and have been working in the Utility vegeta-
tion management industry for the past 20+ years. Since 2010 he
has been managing the Transmission Vegetation, Access & Capital
forestry programs at BC Hydro. These programs manage the ex-
isting right of ways and work on new right of way development
and construction projects such as NTL, ILM, and the new North
Coast Transmission Line from Prince George to Terrace. We have
also been actively working on initiatives to increase the efficiency
and effectiveness of our teams, both internal and external to BC
Hydro by developing many technological solutions to vegetation
management both with our contractors and by developing digital
tools and processes for our teams.
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Goats Herbivory as Vegetation Management on Rights-of-Ways — Torin Kelly, ISCBC, and Nathan
O’Reilley, Spectrum Resource Group

30 min. — 0.5 Environment*
Abstract:

This talk outlines a two-season, applied study on the viability of targeted goat grazing of invasive plants on
an Enbridge pipeline right-of-way near Mackenzie, BC. It will cover why grazing was evaluated within an IPM
framework, the operational context of the research site, and the monitoring design. Methodological details
and species of interest will be summarized, along with logistical considerations for staging, safety, and data
integrity. The session focuses on study design, decision logic, and adoption pathways, when grazing is opera-
tionally viable, how it interfaces with mechanical/chemical tools, and what evidence is being generated for

future guidance.

Biographies:

Torin Kelly -Torin is a Special Projects Lead and Biologist-in-Training with the
College of Applied Biologists with over seven years of integrated vegetation
management experience and an active Industrial Vegetation and Noxious
Weed Pesticide Applicator certification. His work spans restoration, invasive
species management, herbicide programs, and IPM planning, with a focus on
coordinating complex projects and producing decision-grade analysis. Torin
served as the primary author and data analyst for the Targeted Goat Grazing
Trials report for utility rights-of-way, Envirogreen Technologies LTD facility
pathway and process audit, and a pesticide applicator training program. He
holds a B.Sc. in Ecological Restoration and a Diploma in Forest and Natural
Areas Management from British Columbia Institute of Technology.

Nathan O’Reilley — Nathan started his career with Spectrum during the sum-
mer of 2012 after completing his education in forestry. He is currently a Tim-
ber Development & Integrated Invasive Plant Management Project Manager
and works on various projects throughout western Canada. Nathan has a di-
ploma in Sustainable Resource Management from the British Columbia Insti-
tute of Technology (BCIT) with a focus on Forest Management. He is current-
ly a practicing Forester with the Forest Professionals of British Columbia
(FPBC) as a Registered Forest Technologist (RFT), #2340, as well as a Regis-
tered Professional Forest Technician (RPFT) with the Association of Saskatch-
ewan Forestry Professionals (ASFP). Nathan is also an ISA Certified Arborist
with TRAQ certification.
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Keep Calm and Drone On: Two Years of Invasive Species Treatments with Drones — Samantha
Loutzenhiser, KCI Technologies

30 min. — 0.5 Application Technology
Abstract:

Drone spraying is continuing to become more popular and more accessible. Imagery drones provide high-
resolution and up-to-date information on the status of invasive species on sites. With advances in image de-
tection, we can automate the process of identifying certain invasive species. Drones offer the opportunity to

reach places otherwise inaccessible or cost prohibitive to treat and can improve safety by removing staff
from treatment areas. However, drones are susceptible to poor planning, weather, and physical barriers. Se-

lecting the right drone and pilot for a project can drastically change the outcome of a project. No drone is
right for every project. The size of the project, the complexity, and even the client funding mechanism can
determine the necessary drone type. Pilot skill level and knowledge of invasive species can also improve pro-
ject success. A skilled pilot can address issues on the fly such as avoiding obstacles and adjusting flight plans
to best fit the target species. Identifying issues prior to take off can prevent accidents and improve project
efficiency. KCI’s experience with launching in difficult and remote areas has given us unique insight into ad-
dressing these challenges.

Biography:

Samantha Loutzenhiser has more than 13 years of experience
with invasive species management, ecological restoration, and
GIS. She has been a drone pilot for seven years and is certified by
the FAA as a Chief Supervisor in UAS agricultural systems opera-
tions. allowing her to operate a sprayer drone under a Part 137
exemption.
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Managing Invasive Species Along Highways in Washington — Ray Williard, Maintenance Landscape
Architect for the Washington State Department of Transportation

30 min. — 0.5 Pest Management
Abstract:

This presentation will explain the history of Washington State’s roadside vegetation management program
and analysis of herbicide use and toxicity. There will be discussion of Washington’s interagency strategy and
approach to invasive species management, prevention, and public education. Specific examples and case
studies discussed will include:

e Use of GIS and GPS to manage site restoration and maintenance of the life cycle of the highway
right of way

e Long term management of invasive annual grasses in Eastern Washington for fire prevention

e Use of aerial drones for mapping and treating noxious weeds

] Biography:

Ray Willard holds a Bachelor of Landscape Architecture from the Univer-
sity of Washington and has been practicing as a licensed landscape archi-
tect in Washington State since 1990. For the past 33 years Ray has
worked on directing and developing WSDOT'’s statewide roadside vege-
tation management program, and training maintenance crews in the
practice of Integrated Vegetation Management. He is a Past President
and Honorary Member of the Washington State Vegetation Manage-
The National Academies of ment Association and is WSDOT’s representative and past chair of the

SCIENCES * ENGINEERING + MEDICINE
Washington Invasive Species Council.

At the national level, Ray has helped establish an active network of road-
side managers from around the country to facilitate ongoing research
and development of industry best management practices in transporta-
tion landscape design and maintenance. He is a past chair for the Trans-
portation Research Board’s former Standing Committee on Roadside
Maintenance Operations and currently serves as member of the Stand-
ing Committee on Landscape and Environmental Design, Operations and
Maintenance (AKL18). He has also served on the board of the National
Roadside Vegetation Management Association and as president of that
organization in 2003.





A IVMA of BC 2025 Biennial Forum

ot BC 2025 Speakers - Day 2
e Coty > con Session 3—Emerging Technology

The Digital Future of Vegetation Management — Kurtis Poettcker, CTO, AbaData

30 min. — 0.5 Application Technology

Abstract:

Digital transformation is reshaping vegetation management across Canada. From reducing administrative
burden to enhancing compliance and real-time reporting, modern digital tools are enabling teams to work
smarter, not harder. This session will explore how automation, GIS-based field data, and centralized re-
porting can help vegetation professionals operate with greater efficiency, visibility, and accountability. Draw-
ing on real-world examples, we’ll show how digital workflows replace manual processes, streamline vendor
coordination, and deliver actionable insights, empowering managers to make faster, data-driven decisions
that improve outcomes across every site.

Biography:

Kurtis Poettcker is the founder and CTO of AbaData. For the past 25
years, he has led the development of innovative software solutions
such as AbaData Maps, now a cornerstone of Western Canada’s ener-
gy and utilities sector with nearly 30,000 active users. He shares exten-

sive technical ability, with a deep understanding of the needs of users
in the field.
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Satelytics Mapping System — Sean Donegan, President & CEO of Satelytics

15 min. — 0.25 Application Technology

Abstract:

Sean will bring updates on the latest developments and work in the field of satellite analytics as applied to
invasive species and vegetation management.

Biography:

Sean Donegan is the President and CEO of Satelytics. He brings
over thirty years of technology and software development expe-
rience to the company. Sean has founded or owned three suc-
cessful software companies, prior to Satelytics. Sean graduated
from the University of London and a post graduate professional
qualification from the Chartered Institute of Management Ac-
countants. Sean lives in Hunting Valley, Ohio, USA.
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Drone Use for Broadcasting Soil Amendments — Mike Friesen, Pineview Vegetation Management

Abstract:

Drone technology has been slowly working its way into the vegetation management industry, especially in
the oil and gas sector. Drones have proven efficiencies in the areas of plant health monitoring, plant identifi-
cation, and revegetation application. Drone seeders, camera types, and GPS positioning have all contributed

to the efficiencies and accuracies in these applications. Proper mission planning and strategizing, safety
measures, and selecting the correct application methods will all be discussed in this presentation. Mike will
also be showing some results of their program and clientele feedback on how drone technology can continue
to improve service in vegetation management.

. Biography:

Mike Friesen has been a part of the vegetation management industry
for over 14 years. Starting in noxious and invasive weed control,
Mike has been continually looking for new and innovative ways to
increase accuracy and efficiency in the industry as part of staying en-
vironmentally conscious. Mike developed and rolled out Pineview
Management’s drone program to provide next gen technology and
__ service to manage client’s pest management plans more effectively
. and reduce costs. Mike has found himself pioneering aerial technolo-
" gy and providing valuable data to the oil and gas reclamation sector
i'] on vegetation management strategies to be able to monitor site plant
. health and be able to manage invasive plant species. Mike is a quali-
fied and experienced advanced RPAS pilot with many remote and
. steep slope projects that have pushed the technology and strategy
. when it comes to reclamation and revegetation. Mike continues to
work in the vegetation management and technology innovation for
Pineview Management.
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Panelists Discussion (Moderated by Dan Tisseur)
60 min. — 1.0 Professionalism
Abstract:

An interactive Q&A opportunity to investigate and discuss IVM challenges and successes in the current Regu-
latory and Social Licensing environment in BC including industry representatives from Rights of Way opera-
tions and Forestry along with a First Nations/Public perspective.

Panelists:

Jennifer Davy, Spectrum Resource Group
Applicator Perspective

Rhonda Kariz, Planning Forester, BC Hydro
Utilities Perspective

Vincent Day, Canfor
Forestry Perspective

Chelton Van Geloven, Director of Lands, Natural Re-
sources and Stewardship Lheidli T’enneh First Nations
First Nations Perspective
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Invasive Annual Grass Control Options — Dr. Vicki Maloney, ENVU

30 min. — 0.5 Pest management

Abstract:

Invasive annual grasses are rapidly transforming landscapes across Western Canada, particularly in the
southwest regions of Alberta, Saskatchewan, and southern British Columbia. These species, including cheat-
grass (Bromus tectorum) and other aggressive annuals, spread quickly, outcompete native vegetation, re-
duce forage productivity, and increase wildfire risk.

This talk will explore the current distribution and impact of invasive annual grasses in non-crop and industrial
settings, highlighting their ecology, patterns of spread, and factors contributing to their establishment.
Attendees will gain practical insights into integrated management strategies, including mechanical, cultural,
and chemical control options tailored to industrial landscapes. Emphasis will be placed on timing, herbicide
selection, and approaches to preserve non-target vegetation while maximizing control of these persistent
weeds.

Participants will leave equipped with strategies to mitigate the spread of invasive annual grasses and sustain
productive, resilient landscapes across southwestern Canada.

Biography:

Dr. Vicki Maloney is a research scientist specializing in integrated
vegetation management and herbicide development for industrial
and non-crop landscapes in Canada. With extensive experience in
herbicide efficacy, resistance management, and landscape-scale
weed control, Vicki works closely with industry and regulatory part-
ners to implement sustainable, effective strategies. She is committed
to translating research into practical solutions that protect biodiversi-
ty and maintain productive lands.
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Rinskor Active — Lisa Jarrett, Corteva Agriscience

15 min. — 0.25 Application Technology

Abstract:

Rinskor Active has been registered in Canada, a presentation on the chemistry, application information, and
the fit in controlling invasive weeds will be presented.

Biography:

Lisa is a practicing agrologist, having received her degree from the
University of British Columbia, in Soil Science. Lisa works for Corteva
Agriscience as the BC Key Account Manager in Horticulture, Land and
Pasture management, and Forestry. Prior to working for Corteva
Agriscience Lisa worked as a for the Tree fruit industry in the Okana-
gan Valley. Lisa makes her home in the Okanagan, enjoying the out-
doors, has spent time traveling, skiing, hiking and enjoying what the
Okanagan has to offer.
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Selective Management of Multiple Invasive Aquatic Plants in BC Using ProcellaCOR FX Aquatic Herbi-
cide — Jon Gosselin, SePRO

15 min. — 0.25 Application Technology
Abstract:

A new selective control technology for management of invasive aquatic plants in Canada. ProcellaCOR FX is a
new low-rate, systemic aquatic herbicide approved by Health Canada in May 2023. Registered in the US
since 2018, ProcellaCOR has an excellent environmental profile with no restrictions on fishing, swimming, or
drinking following application. It can be used at variety of scales for selective control of major invasive plants
in BC such as Eurasian watermilfoil, parrotfeather, and yellow floating heart. ProcellaCOR’ s selectivity of
control can restore habitat by promoting recovery and expansion of desirable native aquatic vegetation.
Along with an overview of its characteristics as an aquatic herbicide including ecotoxicology and behavior in
the environmental, representative data from published scientific studies and operational experiences in the
US and early results in Canada will be reviewed.

Biography:

Jon is a Technical Development Biologist for SePRO in the Northern US. In
this role, he’s responsible for working with water resource management
firms, lake stakeholders and government resource and regulatory agencies
to best technically steward SePRO’s aquatic solutions. He’s involved with
product development, field trials and project support. Jon is also a past presi-
dent of the Northeast Aquatic Plant Management Society. Prior to SePRO,
Jon was a Research Assistant at the University of Florida’s Center for Aquatic
| and Invasive Plants and served as a Marine Science Technician in the U.S.
| Coast Guard Reserve. He holds an MS in Agronomy from the University of
Florida with a focus on aquatic weed science, and a BS in Environmental and
Resource Economics from the University of New Hampshire.
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The BASF Portfolio for Forestry and Invasives — Brad Hayhoe, BASF
30 min. — 0.5 Application Technology

Abstract:

Having been in the vegetation management and forestry industry for 8 years, | have seen the impact of inva-
sive weeds and how hard they are to eradicate. Thankfully BASF has a number of products (one specifically)
that controls invasive weeds. This presentation goes into some of the toughest to control invasive weeds
(phragmites, Japanese Knotweed and others) and how to control them in a way that limits exposure to the
surrounding species.

Arsenal Powerline is also an excellent tool for forestry site preparation, whereby, conifer tree stands get an
additional headstart in order to be able to harvest harvest 25% quicker than using Round up. | will show how
this FSC approved product is being used in the east and the benefits of this methodology.

Biography:

Brad oversees the BASF Professional & Specialty Solutions business within
Canada, including Vegetation Management, Turf, Greenhouse and Pest
Control. He is passionate about introducing new products that help cus-
tomers succeed and servicing the smaller segments of the market. Being
with BASF for 19 years has given him a broad understanding of how to get
things done within BASF and in our industry. Brad represents BASF on the
board of directors of the Ontario Vegetation Management Association. He
grew up in a small town, north of Toronto, Ontario and currently resides
with is family in Caledon, Ontario. Outside of work he enjoys water skiing,
yard work, duck hunting and watching his son play hockey.
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Updates on the Legal Landscape & Consultation — Cliff Proudfoot, Lawsun Lundell LLP, Environmental
and Indigenous relations lawyer

45 min. - 0.75 Acts & Regulations

Abstract:

Clifford Proudfoot K.C., Managing Partner at Lawson Lundell LLP. Mr. Proudfoot’s practice is focused on en-
vironmental and aboriginal litigation. Mr. Proudfoot has acted for the IVMA, transportation and forestry cli-
ents and the Ministry of Environment in Pesticide Control Act and the Integrated Pest Management Act
(“IPMA”) appeals, advising on the IPMA, drafting of the IVMA legislation and regulation, implementation of
the IPMA and amendments thereafter. Mr. Proudfoot’s talk will cover a wide range of recent developments,
updates in BC and their impacts on vegetation management programs.

Biography:

Cliff is the Managing Partner of Lawson Lundell and a leading practitioner
in environmental and Indigenous litigation. He advises clients across a
range of industries, including forestry, manufacturing, mining, real estate
development, and hydroelectric power generation. Cliff has represented
his clients in environmental prosecutions, administrative actions, permit
appeals, environmental assessments and has helped clients respond to a
wide variety of environmental investigations and prosecutions.
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Managing Vegetation After Fires & Floods — Mike Dedels

15 min. - 0.25 Environment*

Abstract:

With significant post wildfire funding, the TNRD has an aggressive program in the elephant hill fire area do-
ing invasive plant prevention and control on private, crown and reserve lands. Mike will speak to the chal-
lenges and successes in running and expanded IP program.

Biography:

Mike Dedels is a Kamloops based Agrologist with over 40 years of experi-
ence with invasive plants. After graduating from UBC Mike Worked in
wholesale and retail sales then spent 28 years with the BC Government as
a Range Agrologist. Between 2018 and 2022 he worked for the TNRD in
the invasive Plant Program. Since retirement #2 he has been working with
the Grasslands Conservation Council of BC as Executive Director.
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Site C Biocontrol Project — Thomas Hatch and Nolan Myers, BIT, - Pathfinder

15 min. - 0.25 Environment*

Abstract:

Since 2009, BC Hydro, in collaboration with stakeholders and with the consulting support of Pathfinder, has
developed and implemented a noxious weed management program at Site-C . As with all noxious plant man-
agement efforts, achieving long-term control and eventual eradication of invasive species requires a multi-
year, integrated approach. The Site-C program employs a combination of control methods, including target-
ed herbicide applications, biological control, mechanical treatments, and hand-pulling.

A key component of this effort is the biological control program utilizing stem-mining weevils (Mecinus jan-
thiniformis), introduced to address site-specific challenges and environmental constraints. The primary ob-
jective of this program is to reduce dalmatian toadflax (Linaria dalmatica) populations while maintaining de-
sirable vegetation critical for slope stability. Pathfinder conducted weevil releases between 2019 and 2023,
with ongoing monitoring to assess establishment and efficacy. Results to date show a significant decline in
dalmatian toadflax populations across the treated area.

Biographies:

Thomas Hatch — Thomas is a supervisor with Pathfinder working in a vari-
ety of vegetation management projects since 2022. He has navigated mul-
tiemployer worksites understanding stakeholder needs and implementing
a safe and environmentally sound program that is regulatorily compliant.
Prior to that, Thomas worked in silviculture and reclamation projects in
his home province of Ontario.

Nolan Myers, BIT — Nolan is the field supervisor of the Site C invasive plant
management program for Pathfinder. He graduated from UNBC with a
B.Sc. majoring in biology in 2024 and is currently a BIT. Previously, Nolan
has worked for the mosquito control program in Prince George, in silvicul-
ture, and wildfire management.
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Research Opportunity: Laser Equipped Drones and Invasive Plant Management — David Irwin,

GreenTech Projects Corporation
30 min. — 0.5 Application Technology

Abstract:

Discussion of Al based laser treatment of invasive plant species via specialized drone. System programming
includes blockchain elements and qualification for biodiversity credits. Onsite fire suppression through ther-
mal imaging and sprayer drone. High discharge rate laser with up to 100,000 shots/hour. Expert develop-
ment Team including BCIT and award-winning Al platform plus participation opportunities.

Biography:

In 2022 when Mr. Irwin’s work with the Aboriginal Housing Society was
completed, Mr. Irwin shifted his focus to the development of Al-based ap-
plications that utilize satellite and drone data. Many of the skills acquired

3333222000000 0ee

in Mr. Irwin’s past endeavors apply to the current project.

Two significant projects were undertaken by Mr. Irwin’s company, Green
Tech Projects Corp. (GTP): one was the detection of invasive plant species
through AI-ML processed drone data and the other was methane emis-
sions tracking and reporting through satellite and drone data. Me-
thaneSAT, a primary data source, ceased transmissions in June of 2025.
The invasive plant species App evolved to an eradication solution via a la-
ser mounted on a high-capacity drone and it is now the focus of GTP.
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Reduced Function in Chamaenerion angustifolium After Sub-lethal Glyphosate Exposure — Alexandra
R. Golt, MSc, UNBC

30 min. — 0.5 Environment

Abstract:

Chamaenerion angustifolium (fireweed) is an ecologically important plant in the northern hemisphere. It pro-
vides food across forest openings for many wildlife species including bumblebees, which are important polli-
nators to North America. Fireweed also acts as a significant food source for honeybees and is used by many
North American Indigenous people as food and medicine. In forested areas managed for timber, fireweed is
often incidentally exposed to glyphosate-based herbicides (GBH) in post-harvest vegetation management.
We studied the response of fireweed to sub-lethal GBH exposure in a controlled experiment and in standard
operational field conditions to determine impacts on specific aspects of growth and reproduction of the spe-
cies. We also aimed to determine if GBH related stress symptoms would significantly impact the fluorescence
of fireweed flowers, and/ or the nutritional quality of pollen. Results showed that fireweed is negatively im-
pacted by sublethal exposures of GBH including reduced photosynthetic efficiency, reduced height, and re-
productive shoot dieback. In the operational environments studied, pollen viability was reduced one-year
after applications and anther fluorescence was altered. The amino acid concentration of fireweed flowers
was reduced in samples collected and glyphosate residues remained present at low concentrations in floral

Biography:

Alexandra (Allie) Goltis a botanist with a deep passion for the natural
world and a strong connection to the land, which she approaches with
|/ deep respect and care. She holds both a BSc and MSc in Biology from the
University of Northern British Columbia (UNBC). For her undergraduate
thesis, Allie examined the effects of glyphosate-based herbicides on prick-
ly rose (Rosa acicularis). Her master's research expanded on this work,
focusing on how these herbicides impact forest understory plant repro-
duction—particularly fruit production—and how they affect bumble bee
(Bombus spp.) visitation. She also investigated their effects on fireweed
(Chamaenerion angustifolium). Allie currently provides science support
" for the Skeena Watershed Conservation Coalition and teaches as a ses-
sional instructor at UNBC. Her commitment to ecological research and
land stewardship has led her to serve as a board member of the North-
west Invasive Plant Council.
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Exploring Indirect Effects from Pesticide Use in Forestry — Chris Edge, Canadian Forest Service — Atlan-
tic Forestry Centre

45 min. — 0.75 Environment

Abstract:

Pesticides are used around the world to control and supress undesirable species. In some cases, the di-
rect target and non target effects are well understood, characterized, and can be used to describe how
components of ecosystems will respond. In addition to these direct effects, other species to are likely to
respond to those changes, leading to indirect effects that can cascade through ecosystems. Herbicides
are applied in forestry to reduce the abundance of competitive vegetation. The direct effect leads to sub-
tle changes in the understory vegetation community, which in turn could lead to indirect effects on other
components of the ecosystem. Using two field-based studies direct effects of herbicide use can be linked
to changes in the bumblebee community through flowering plants and salamanders through canopy clo-
sure. Herbicides are applied over large spatial extents, making the occurrence of these changes im-
portant to understand and characterize.

Biography:

Chris Edge is a research scientist with the Canadian Forest Service
where he leads a research team studying the direct an indirect
effects of forest use pesticides on ecosystems.
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Integrated Fegetatmn Management Association
of British Columbia

Day 2: WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 5

7:00 am - 8:00 am Breakfast — ALL REGISTERED PARTICIPANTS WELCOME!

Opening and Welcome — Day 2

8:00am —-8:10 am Welcome to the IVMA of BC 2025 Forum — Dan Tisseur, IVMA President

8:10 am -9:00 am Integrated Pest Management Updates from the BC Ministry of Environment and
Parks

e Regulatory and Provincial Integrated Pest Management Program Update -
Emily Carmichael, P.Ag A/Large Industry Specialist, BC Ministry
of Environment and Parks (0.5 Acts & Regulations)

e Compliance & Environmental Enforcement Branch IPM Team News and
Updates - Michael Lapham, P.Ag, Compliance Section Head — Recycling
and IPM, BC Ministry of Environment and Parks

9:00 am - 9:30 am 2023 IVMA Forum Workshop Results & Updates on Digital Platform for IPM -
Haley Sawyer, Senior Product Manager, Ministry of Environment and Parks and
Stewart Pressney, Senior UX Practitioner, Ministry of Water, Land and Resource
Stewardship

Session 2: Right-of-Way Management

9:30 am - 10:00 am What’s New in Linear Vegetation Management — Geoff Helfrich, BC Hydro
(0.5 Pest Management)

10:00 am - 10:30 am  Goat Herbivory as Vegetation Management on Right-of- Ways — Torin Kelly,

Invasive Species Council of BC, and Nathan O’Reilley, Spectrum Resource Group
(0.5 Environment)

10:30 am —11:00 am Coffee Break



Integrated Hegetatmn Management Association
of British Columbia

Session 3: Emerging Technology

11:00am—11:30am Keep Calm and Drone On: Two Years of Invasive Species Treatments with Drones
—Samantha Loutzenhiser, KCl Technologies (0.5 Application Technology)

11:30 am—-12:00 pm Managing Cheatgrass with Drones Along Highways in Washington — Ray Williard,
Maintenance Landscape Architect for the Washington State Department
of Transportation (0.5 Pest Management)

12:00 pm — 12:45 pm  Lunch — ALL REGISTERED PARTICIPANTS WELCOME!

Session 3: Emerging Technology (continued)

The Digital Future of Vegetation Management — Kurtis Poettcker, CTO, AbaData
(0.5 Application Technology)

12:45 pm - 1:15 pm

1:15 pm - 1:30 pm Satelytics Mapping System — Sean Donegan, President & CEO of Satelytics
(0.25 Application Technology)

1:30 pm — 2:00 pm Drone Use for Broadcasting Soil Amendments — Mike Friesen,
Operations Manager, Pineview Vegetation Management

Session 4: Panel Discussion: Perspectives on Vegetation Management

2:00 pm—-3:00 pm Panelists Discussion (Moderated by Dan Tisseur) (1.0 Professionalism)

Jennifer Davy, Spectrum Resource Group — Applicator Perspective
Rhonda Kariz, Planning Forester, BC Hydro — Utilities Perspective
Vincent Day, Canfor — Forestry Perspective

Chelton Van Geloven, Director of Lands, Natural Resources and Stewardship Lheidli T’'enneh First
Nations — First Nations Perspective

3:00 pm —3:15 pm Coffee Break

Session 5: Herbicide Innovations

Invasive Annual Grass Control Options — Dr. Vicki Maloney, ENVU (0.5 Pest
3:15 pm —3:45 pm Management)

3:45 pm —-4:00 pm Rinskor Active — Lisa Jarrett, Corteva Agriscience (0.25 Application Technology)



4:00 pm —4:15 pm

4:15 pm - 4:45 pm

4:45 pm —-5:15 pm

6:00 pm —9:00 pm

7:00am -8:00 am

Integrated Vegetation Management Association
of British Columbia

Selective Management of Multiple Invasive Aquatic Plants in BC
Using ProcellaCOR FX Aquatic Herbicide —Jon Gosselin, SePRO (0.25 Application
Technology)

The BASF Portfolio for Forestry and Invasives — Brad Hayhoe, BASF (0.5
Application Technology)

IVMA of BC Annual General Meeting — All Members Welcome!

Banquet with Dinner & Entertainment — FEATURING Alex Mackenzie,
Stand-up Comedian! (Included in Registration Fee)

Day 3: THURSDAY NOVEMBER 6"

Breakfast — ALL REGISTERED PARTICIPANTS WELCOME!

Session 6: Vegetation Management Updates

8:00 am - 8:45 am

8:45 am -9:00 am

9:00am-9:30 am

9:30 am -10:00 am

Session 7: Research

10:00 am - 10:30 am

10:30 am - 11:00 am

11:00 am - 11:45 am

11:45am - 12:00 pm

Updates on the Legal Landscape & Consultation — Cliff Proudfoot, Lawyer (0.75
Acts & Regulations)

Managing Vegetation After Fires & Floods — Mike Dedels, P.Ag, Executive
Director, Grasslands Conservation Council of BC (0.25 Environment)

Site C Biocontrol Project — Thomas Hatch and Nolan Myers, BIT, Pathfinder (0.25
Environment)

Coffee Break

Research Opportunity: Laser Equipped Drones and Invasive Plant Management —
David Irwin, GreenTech Projects Corporation (0.5 Application Technology)

Reduced Function in Chamaenerion angustifolium After Sub-lethal
Glyphosate Exposure — Alexandra R. Golt, MSc, UNBC (0.5 Environment)

Exploring Indirect Effects from Pesticide Use in Forestry — Chris Edge,
Canadian Forest Service — Atlantic Forestry Centre (0.75 Environment)

Closing Remarks — Dan Tisseur, IVMA President

THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING AND SUPPORTING THE IVMA OF BC
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