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Overview 

 

1. Meet the ISCBC 

• Some of the Things We Do 

2. Horticulture Industry Programs 

• Focus on Grow Me Instead / PlantWise   

3. Resource Industry & Invasive Plant Programs 

• Focus on MoTI Gravel Pit Program  

4. Let’s Work Together 
Alex Fraser Research Forest 



Meet the ISCBC 

• Non profit charitable organization 

 

• 26 Board members 

 

• 10 Core Staff 

 

• Our Story 

 Alex Fraser Research Forest 



• minimize negative ecological, 
social, and economic impacts  

• reduce introduction, 
establishment, and spread of 
invasive species. 

Through 
province-wide 

cooperation and 
coordination, 
the Invasive 

Species Council 
of BC works to:  

Invasive Species Council of BC 



Meet The ISCBC 

The Work We Do 

• Education and extension 

• Training 
• Pesticide Applicator, Industry 

Workshops, Spotters, Aquatics,  

 

 

Alex Fraser Research Forest 



Meet The ISCBC 
• Networking 

 

 

Alex Fraser Research Forest 



Meet The ISCBC 

Programs 

 

 

Alex Fraser Research Forest 



Meet The ISCBC 
Resources 

 

 

Alex Fraser Research Forest 



Invasive Species Council of BC 

ISCBC Programs 

1. Behaviour Change Program 

  Clean Drain Dry 

  Don’t Let It Loose 

  Play Clean Go 

  PlantWise 
 

2. Education and Awareness 

  Teacher and youth resources, Girl Guides badge 

  Invader Ranger Program 
 

3. Changing Practices 

  Training - oil and gas, forestry, transportation, utilities 



Grow Me Instead 

       Grow Me Instead – a key component  

• Supports gardeners and industry to reduce 
the distribution of invasive plants. 

• Identifies 26 invasive plants frequently found 
in gardens across BC 

• Offers suitable alternatives for all growing 
zones 

• Available in multiple formats for use in 
garden centres and by the public 

 

Developed in 2009 

Horticulture Industry and Invasive Plants 



Grow Me Instead 

Originally was 13 Species for Southern BC: 

 

• Butterfly Bush 

• Common Periwinkle 

• Daphne 

• English Holly 

• English Ivy 

• Giant Hogweed 

• Himalayan Blackberry 

 

• Himalayan Balsam 

• Knotweeds 

• Purple Loosestrife 

• Scotch Broom 

• Yellow Flag Iris 

• Yellow Archangel 



Grow Me Instead 

Added 13 species to include all Growing 
Zones across BC: 

 

• Baby’s Breath 

• Bachelor’s Buttons 

• Blueweed 

• Common Tansy 

• Field Scabious 

• Flowering Rush 

• Mountain Bluet 

 

• Orange Hawkweed 

• Oxeye Daisy 

• Russian Olive 

• Spurges 

• Tamarisk 

• Toadflax 

 



Moved to PlantWise 

Worked with Horticulture Industry 

• To develop practical and effective 
program 
 

• Focused on ‘garden plants’ that were 
in the trade- now or recently 
 

• Ensured native and non-native 
alternatives 
 

• Involved: BCNLA, Retailers, 
Landscapers, Growers, Invasive 
Species experts 



PlantWise 

PlantWise Program 
• Combines industry initiatives with 

consumer purchasing tools and 
resources 
 

• Supports the horticulture 
industry’s transition to becoming 
invasive-free 
 

• Builds consumer demand for non-
invasive plants. 



PlantWise 

Resources for Horticulture 
INDUSTRY 
 

• PW Industry Partnership Program Guide 

 - Code of Conduct 

 - Orientation & Info 

• GMI Resources 

• Signage 

• Training (optional) 

• Mobile App 

• Microwebsite 



PlantWise 

Code of Conduct 
• Stay informed about local 

invasive plants 

• Educate folks to ‘select the right 
plant for the right place’ 

• Select non-invasive plants to sell 

• Phase out known invasive plants 

• Offer alternatives 

• Report sightings in your area 

• Use proper disposal methods 

 



PlantWise 

Benefits for Industry 
• Recognition as a “green” community leader  

• Enhanced sales of non-invasive alternatives  

• In-store promotional materials including signs and 
resource information  

• Widespread promotion of partnership through websites, 
mobile app, print material and press releases, etc.   

 



Legislation 

Revision of the BC Weed 

Control Act Regulations  

 

Strengthen powers of the regulations to 
include potential changes in sales of listed 
noxious species in the nursery trade  



PlantWise 

Resources for Gardeners 
CONSUMERS 
 

• Grow Me Instead resources 

• Poster 

• Mobile App 

• Microsite 

 



PlantWise 

 

 

Ambassadors Outreach Program  

Regional Committees, Master Gardeners, 
stewardship groups, local governments 

– Commitments, events, outreach 

 

Province-wide! 



Resource Industry and Invasive Plants 

 Any land-based activity that transports seed 

and soil and leaves soil exposed can lead to 

invasive plant spread. 

 



Prevention & Control 

• Identify sources of spread or introduction 

• Take appropriate actions to prevent 

introduction and spread 

• Identify infestations 

• Report new occurrences 

• Develop strategy to manage invasives 

• Identify Goals (general direction) and 

Objectives (specific aims) 

• In-house or source out 

• Carry out management and keep records 

• Monitor success or lack of 

• Adjust prescription if required 
 



ISCBC Industry Programs 

 



 

Powerlines 

Pathways & Vectors 



ISCBC Industry Programs 

 

Utilities 



Pathways & Vectors 
Seismic Surveys 

B.Purdon 



ISCBC Industry Programs 

 

Oil and Gas 



Spectra and MoTI Working Together to Help Stop the Spread 

122 Mile Pit 

 

 

Lac La Hache Pipline reconstruction 



 

Contaminated Equipment 

Pathways & Vectors 



ISCBC Industry Programs 

 

Forestry 



 Gravel Pits and Quarries- contaminated material 

Pathways & Vectors 



ISCBC Industry Programs 

• ISCBC and MoTI 
collaboration designed to 
bring together Ministry 
staff, Maintenance 
Contractors and Regional 
Invasive Species Councils to 
focus on preventing spread 
of invasive plants along 
roadways during routine 
maintenance operations. 

• Training session are one day 
and interactive focusing on 
practical solutions  



ISCBC Industry Programs 

 

Ministry of Transportation 
and Infrastructure 

Gravel Pit Program 

 

• MoTI Regional and 
District Managers 

• Maintenance Contractors 

• ISCBC  

• ISCBC/JCP Teams 

• Contractors 



ISCBC Industry Programs 
• Develop Management Plans for each pit 

• Identify areas for glyphosate use 

– Transient aggregate 
• Sand piles, rock piles, surfacing material, winter abrasives 

• Identify area for aminopyralid use 

– Areas where non-transient materials exist 
• Perimeter areas, roads, roadsides, parking areas, 

vegetated areas 

• All noxious species treated 

• Pit areas treated and product used mapped 

• RoW outside pit perimeter also treated 

 

 

 



ISCBC Industry Programs 
• Identify Priority Pits 

• Vectors for spread 
• Pit Run 

• High Fines for surfacing 

• Winter sand 

• Winter abrasives 

• Shoulder gravelling 

• 22 Pits in Thompson Nicola and Cariboo in 2015 

• 13 Additional Pits in Thompson Nicola and 
Cariboo in 2106 

• 92 other pits attended by JCP teams in 5 regions 

 

 

  



ISCBC Industry Programs 

• Glyphosate 
treatment  
site area 



ISCBC Industry Programs 
Aminopyralid treatment 

site areas  



ISCBC Industry Programs 

Aggregate piles 
would have 
invasive species 
plants pulled, 
bagged and 
disposed of if 
mature and 
possible 
glyphosate 
treatment  



ISCBC Industry Programs 

• High Vector Pit - Savona 

• Use both glyphosate 
and aminopyralid 
effectively and  

• Grasslands enhanced  

• Major transportation 
corridors addressed 

 



Lets Work Together 

 

• Prevention 

• Education 

• Partnership 

• Training 

 

 

ISCBC 

FORESTRY 

MINING 

OIL  & GAS 

AGRICULTURE 



Thank you for your Attention 
 

Do You Have Any Questions 

David Ralph, Project Manager 
Invasive Species Council of BC 
extension@bcinvasives.ca |  

(250) 319-5646 
www.bcinvasives.ca 

David Ralph, Project Manager 
Invasive Species Council of BC 
extension@bcinvasives.ca |  

(250) 319-5646 
www.bcinvasives.ca 



Prevention & Control 



Why Care? 



Prevention & Control 

Prevention and Control Can…. 

• Control erosion 

• Decrease wildfire fuel loads 

• Eliminate a health hazard 

• Preserve existing valuable 

vegetation 

• Maintain line-of-sight 

• Save you $$$$$ 



Impacts 

 Economic 

•Control and management 

costs 

•Reduce productivity 

(industry) 

•Cause trade restrictions 

•Reduce property values 

 

The estimated damage from 
invasive species worldwide totals 
more than $1.4 trillion, or five 
percent of the global economy.  
 
The annual U.S. cost from 
invasives is estimated to be $120 
billion, with more than 100 million 
acres affected (i.e., about the size 
of California). 
 
 The economic impact caused by 
the six invasive plants in Canada 
was predicted to be a minimum of 
$65 million in 2008, rising to $139 
million by 2020. 
 
- PNWER, 2012 



Impacts 

 
             Environment 

•Biodiversity 

•Species extirpation/extinction 

•Soil degradation, and erosion 

•Alter fire cycles 

 

 

About 25 percent of Canada’s 

endangered species, 31 percent 

of its threatened species and 16 

percent of its vulnerable species 

are in some way at risk because 

of alien species.  

 

-PNWER, 2012 



Impacts 

 Social 

•Disease 

•Human/animal suffering 

•Reduce recreational 

opportunities 

 

 



 
Pipelines 

Pathways & Vectors 


